
The Northwest Butler Transportation Study area is rich in environmental resources.  Notable aquatic and terrestrial 
features are found in the study area including Four Mile Creek, Indian Run, Salmon Run and also the Great 
Miami/Little Miami Buried Valley Aquifer System.  Other notable natural resources and wildlife areas in the study 
area are Hueston Woods, Marcum Woods, Bachelor Woods and the Ecological Research Center.  Farmland makes up 
a large portion of the study area as does residential development and associated man-made landscapes. 

The environmental analysis presented in this planning study is an overview level study based primarily on available 
secondary source studies, with a limited amount of field verification and survey, and as such represents a very 
preliminary assessment of the likelihood of impact on environmental resources, features and issues.  Advancement 
of any alternative plan (or any major component of an alternative plan) will require an in-depth environmental 
assessment to: (a) fully determine the potential impact, (b) thoroughly explore opportunities for impact avoidance, 
and (c) investigate potential mitigation opportunities and requirements.

Any major improvement requiring federal funding, will require in-depth environmental impact assessment to comply 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and applicable state regulations.

Environmental Considerations

The No Build Alternative involves only already existing and committed projects in the region (no other new projects 
are considered).  Routine maintenance of the existing roadway network will continue.
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