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ADA CURB RAMP OVERVIEW

o The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was signed into law on July 26, 1990. The ADA is one 
of America's most comprehensive pieces of civil rights legislation that prohibits discrimination 
and guarantees that people with disabilities have the same opportunities as everyone else to 
participate in the mainstream of American life -- to enjoy employment opportunities, to 
purchase goods and services, and to participate in State and local government programs and 
services.

o Ohio Revised Code 729.12 requires all new or reconstructed curb shall have curb ramps at each 
pedestrian crossing so the street and sidewalk blend to a common level. 

o ODOT has identified the 2011 Proposed Accessibility Guidelines for Pedestrian Facilities in 
Public Rights-of-Way (PROWAG) as the current governing design document for accessible 
features on transportation projects. With this identification, the requirements found within the 
2011 PROWAG, except for R306.3.2 Pedestrian Activated Signals, are mandatory and must be 
complied with on ODOT-Let and Local-Let projects.
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ODOT ADA WEBSITE
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https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odot/working/engineering/roadway/ada
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CURB RAMP DEFINITION

o Per ODOT’s recently published Multimodal Design Guide, Section 4.5.9 Curb Ramps and 
Detectable Warning Surfaces:

Curb ramps are an essential element for pedestrian accessibility that also serve to assist 
any person using a wheeled device (bicycle, stroller, dolly, etc.) to transition between the 
sidewalk and roadway. Where provided, all newly constructed or modified curb ramps must 
be ADA compliant to the extent practicable and should be designed to the least slope 
practical considering the curb height, available corner area, and underlying topography.
ODOT’s standards related to ADA dimensional criteria are based on PROWAG.
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CURB RAMP MEASURING GUIDELINES
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CURB RAMP EVALUATION AND MEASUREMENT FORM
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CURB RAMP MEASURING GUIDELINES
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CURB RAMP COMPONENTS
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CURB RAMP COMPONENTS – GENERAL DESIGN CRITERIA
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o Landing; minimum 4’ x 4’ with maximum cross slope (both directions) of 1.56% (64:1)

o Ramp; minimum 4’ wide with a maximum running slope of 7.69% (13:1) and cross slope of 1.56% 
at all types of crossings

o Flares; maximum 10% (10:1) slope measured parallel to the curb

o Detectable Warning; 2’ x full width of the ramp (ODOT allows 2” of concrete on either side)

o Gutter or pavement slope; maximum 5% (20:1)

o Counter slope (ramp slope + gutter slope); maximum algebraic difference of 11%

o Any vertical lip must be less than or equal to ¼”
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CURB RAMP TYPES
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o Order of preference of curb ramp types:

o Perpendicular Curb Ramps (Type A1 and A2 on BP-7.1)

o Combined Curb Ramps (Types C1 and C2)

o Parallel Curb Ramps (Types B1, B2 and B3)

o Diagonal Curb Ramps (Type D)
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PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMP EXAMPLES PER MMDG
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PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMP EXAMPLES PER BP-7.1
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PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMP RUNNING SLOPE MEASUREMENTS
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PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMP LANDING MEASUREMENTS
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COMBINATION CURB RAMP EXAMPLES PER BP-7.1
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COMBINATION CURB RAMP RUNNING SLOPE MEASUREMENTS
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PARALLEL CURB RAMP EXAMPLE PER BP-7.1
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PARALLEL CURB RAMP FIELD MEASUREMENTS
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DIAGONAL CURB RAMP EXAMPLE PER BP-7.1
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BLENDED TRANSITION CURB RAMP EXAMPLE PER MMDG
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BLENDED TRANSITION CURB RAMP EXAMPLE PER BP-7.1
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BLENDED TRANSITION CURB RAMP EXAMPLE 
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DETECTABLE WARNING PLACEMENT
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NON ADA COMPLIANT DETECTABLE WARNING PLACEMENT

ADA CURB RAMP COMPLIANCE UPDATES



26 |

CURB RAMP COUNTER SLOPE
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM STANDARD DRAWING BP-7.1 DATED 1/20/23
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CURB CUT EXAMPLE
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CURB RAMP INFO IN PLANS

o How will curb ramps be shown in the construction plans?

o Projects with survey will have curb ramp detail sheets with elevations, widths, and 
slopes labeled.

o Resurfacing projects will have plan view 2-D detail sheets with widths labeled.
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SAMPLE PLAN SP1311-15 DATED JUNE 2020
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ADA CURB RAMP WAIVER DOCUMENT

o PROWAG recognizes that it is not always practicable to fully meet ADA dimensional 
requirements due to physical constraints, “Existing physical constraints include, but are not 
limited to, underlying terrain, right-of-way availability, underground structures, adjacent 
developed facilities, drainage, or presence of notable natural or historic features (R202.3.1)”. 
In cases where it is not possible to meet ADA requirements, the pedestrian facilities shall be 
designed and constructed to meet ADA requirements to the maximum extent practicable.

o ODOT follows the guidance of PROWAG realizing there will still cases where meeting complete 
ADA compliance isn’t feasible, and this has been recognized by the creation of an “ADA Curb 
Ramp Waiver”. 

o Most waivers approved by District 8 are found on retrofit type projects (resurfacing, Safe 
Routes To School) and involve existing facilities (catch basins, pull boxes, utility poles, etc.), 
tying into the adjacent existing roadway profile grade, or lack of sufficient R/W.
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ADA CURB RAMP WAIVER DOCUMENT
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ONLINE ADA CURB RAMP WAIVER PORTAL
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ONLINE ADA CURB RAMP WAIVER PORTAL
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ONLINE ADA CURB RAMP WAIVER PORTAL
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ADA CURB RAMP WAIVER INFORMATION SHOWN ON PLANS
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CURB RAMPS IN CONSTRUCTION

o Situations where a waiver was not obtained during design but must be obtained during 
construction. 

o Stop points during the curb ramp construction process to prevent tearing out installed ramps by 
following form CA-C-3.
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ADA CURB RAMP CONSTRUCTION CHECK POINTS
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FORM CA-C-3 ADA CONSTRUCTION CHECK POINTS
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FORM CA-C-3 ADA CONSTRUCTION CHECK POINTS
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THANKS FOR YOUR TIME!
ANY QUESTIONS?
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